
Manchester City Council  Minutes 
Council  25 November 2020 

Council 
 

Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday, 25 November 2020 
 
 
Present: 
 
The Right Worshipful, the Lord Mayor Councillor T Judge – in the Chair 
 
Councillors:  
Abdullatif, Akbar, Azra Ali, Ahmed Ali, Nasrin Ali, Sameem Ali, Shaukat Ali, Alijah, 
Andrews, Appleby, Battle, Bridges, Butt, Chambers, Chohan, Clay, Collins, Cooley, 
Craig, Curley, M Dar, Y Dar, Davies, Doswell, Douglas, Evans, Farrell, Flanagan, 
Green, Grimshaw, Hacking, Hassan, Hewitson, Hitchen, Holt, Hughes, Igbon, Ilyas, 
Jeavons, Johns, S Judge, Kamal, Karney, Kilpatrick, Kirkpatrick, Lanchbury, Leech, 
Leese, J Lovecy, Ludford, Lynch, Lyons, McHale, Midgley, Madeleine Monaghan, 
Mary Monaghan, Moore, N Murphy, Newman, Noor, O'Neil, Ollerhead, B Priest, 
H Priest, Rahman, Raikes, Rawlins, Rawson, Razaq, Reeves, Reid, Riasat, 
Richards, Rowles, Russell, Sadler, M Sharif Mahamed, Sheikh, Shilton Godwin, 
A Simcock, K Simcock, Stanton, Stogia, Stone, Strong, Taylor, Watson, Wheeler, 
Whiston, White, Wills, Wilson and Wright 
 
 
CC/20/47. The Lord Mayor's Announcements and Special Business - Death of 

Former Councillor John Clegg  
 
The Lord Mayor invited those present at the meeting to observe a minute’s silence in 
memory of former Councillor John Clegg. Mr John Clegg had been elected in 1984 to 
represent Burnage ward. 
 
CC/20/48. Honorary Freedom of the City of Manchester - Battery 209 (The 

Manchester Artillery)  
 
Motion made and seconded 
 
That the Council hereby records its view that the powers entrusted to it by law of 
recognising distinctive and eminent service would be properly exercised by conferring 
the Honorary Freedom of the City of Manchester upon Battery 209 (The 
Manchester Artillery). 
 
209 Battery, together with its predecessors, served at home and abroad as a 
valuable Artillery Corps for some 216 years.  
 
It was established in 1804 as a local volunteer militia force raised across the 
Manchester area in response to the Napoleonic threat. It was then re-established in 
1859 as the United Kingdom moved to establish a standing volunteer army. From 
1860 it was garrisoned at Ardwick Green and in 1881 officially awarded the 
honorary title 'The Manchester Artillery'. It has since enjoyed a close and continuing 
association with the city as a regular army unit, a territorial unit and now as part of the 
UK’s expanding, professional military reserve based in Gorton. 
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Over the subsequent one hundred and forty years, the Manchester Artillery has seen 
active duty in the Boer War and the First World War served at Gallipoli, Sinai and the 
Western Front. The Unit served extensively overseas during the Second World 
as part of the initial expeditionary force and following extensive fighting in defence of 
France during which five officers were killed was evacuated from the Dunkirk 
beaches. Members of the unit subsequently served in the middle east, in the Italian 
campaign and the subsequent D day landings, moving into Belgium and Holland 
where they took part in Operation Market Garden. 
 
Following the restoration of peace, the Manchester Artillery returned to its territorial 
and subsequent army reserve role. In 1947 a recruiting campaign was launched, and 
many old Dunkirk veterans filled the ranks. Recruit 'Number One' was ex-Sgt Fred 
Bowker MM, who won his Military Medal at Dunkirk as the 205 Battery Signaller, 
Manchester Artillery. 
 
The current 209 Battery which now carries the courtesy title has continued to recruit 
and train Manchester citizens in readiness for the defence of this country at home 
and abroad. In 2004 members of the battery were deployed to Iraq on Operation 
TELIC 4 and again in Iraq in 2007 where Sgt Crowley (209 Battery) became the first 
soldier from the Manchester Artillery to command and fire an artillery gun in action 
since 1945. 
 
Resolution 
 
The motion, having been put and voted on, the Lord Mayor declared that it was  
CARRIED. 
 
Decision 
 
That the Council hereby records its view that the powers entrusted to it by law of 
recognising distinctive and eminent service would be properly exercised by conferring 
the Honorary Freedom of the City of Manchester upon Battery 209 (The Manchester 
Artillery). 
 
209 Battery, together with its predecessors, served at home and abroad as a 
valuable Artillery Corps for some 216 years. 
 
It was established in 1804 as a local volunteer militia force raised across the 
Manchester area in response to the Napoleonic threat. It was then re-established in 
1859 as the United Kingdom moved to establish a standing volunteer army. From 
1860 it was garrisoned at Ardwick Green and in 1881 officially awarded the 
honorary title 'The Manchester Artillery'. It has since enjoyed a close and continuing 
association with the city as a regular army unit, a territorial unit and now as part of the 
UK’s expanding, professional military reserve based in Gorton. 
 
Over the subsequent one hundred and forty years, the Manchester Artillery has seen 
active duty in the Boer War and the First World War served at Gallipoli, Sinai and the 
Western Front. The Unit served extensively overseas during the Second World 
as part of the initial expeditionary force and following extensive fighting in defence of 
France during which five officers were killed was evacuated from the Dunkirk 
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beaches. Members of the unit subsequently served in the middle east, in the Italian 
campaign and the subsequent D day landings, moving into Belgium and Holland 
where they took part in Operation Market Garden. 
 
Following the restoration of peace, the Manchester Artillery returned to its territorial 
and subsequent army reserve role. In 1947 a recruiting campaign was launched, and 
many old Dunkirk veterans filled the ranks. Recruit 'Number One' was ex-Sgt Fred 
Bowker MM, who won his Military Medal at Dunkirk as the 205 Battery Signaller, 
Manchester Artillery. 
 
The current 209 Battery which now carries the courtesy title has continued to recruit 
and train Manchester citizens in readiness for the defence of this country at home 
and abroad. In 2004 members of the battery were deployed to Iraq on Operation 
TELIC 4 and again in Iraq in 2007 where Sgt Crowley (209 Battery) became the first 
soldier from the Manchester Artillery to command and fire an artillery gun in action 
since 1945. 
 


